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INTRODUCTION BY THE EDITOR: BLUNDERED EDGE LETTERING 

Harry E. Salyards 


In Jim Hart’s article in this issue of P-W , he comments on the apparent extreme rarity 
of blundered edge lettering on the early large cents. This caught me by surprise; for I know 
from observation that such blunders are fairly common on the early half dollars. Why 
should there be such a difference? Did the edge dies in the Ccistaing machine grip the cent 
planchets more tightly because copper is softer than coin silver? Or because the cent 
planchets were thicker than the half dollar planchets? Neither explanation seemed likely 
to me, because blundered edge lettering is also relatively common among certain Conder 
token issues, on thick and thin planchets. 

The third edition Overton, page 620, lists 59 different edge lettering blunders on the 
halves. (And this means 59 generic categories, not just 59 specific coins!) But looking 
more closely at the list, a pattern becomes apparent: the beginning, and the end, of the 
phrase “FIFTY CENTS OR HALF A DOLLAR” is almost always correctly impressed-the 
errors occur in the middle. Specifically, leaving out doubled and tripled lettering, and 
unlettered edges, all of which are indeed rare, 54 edge blunders remain. “FIFTY CENTS” 
is correctly spelled out on 43 of these, “A DOLLAR” on 42; but “OR HALF” is correctly 
lettered on only 10— and on seven of these, “DOLLAR” AND “FIFTY” are run together or 
weirdly overlapped instead. 

Breen (Half Cent Encyclopedia , page 18) correctly notes that such blunders result 
from “a planchet’s slipping and overlapping of inscribed portions.” This means slipping 
within the Castaing edge lettering machine. Such a device is illustrated on the same page— 
and, in less romanticized form, in the late George Ewing’s “Remembrance of Jean 
Castaing” (THE NUMISMATIST, September, 1985, page 1749). In considering how a 
coin planchet passed through the machine, it is important to remember two things; the 
letters on the edge dies were raised— that is, in relief; and one of the two edge dies was 
actively involved in imparting the edge lettering, the other did its work passively. 

Consider a planchet just engaging with the edge dies. The moving die, which bears 
the first half of the edge inscription, is solidly attached to a gear, which in turn is advanced 
by the workman’s crank. As the forward edge of the die engages the planchet, the letters 
“O” and then “N” and “E” are forcibly driven into the edge of the planchet, in an action 
mechanically similar to driving a chisel obliquely into wood. Here the ‘grip’ of die to 
planchet is sure. But 180 degrees away, ‘takeup’ by the other edge die, which bears the 
second half of the inscription, is strictly passive. The planchet merely rotates over these 
letters as it passes by. And errors are most likely to occur at the very moment when the 
‘passive die’ is engaged, if there’s any movement of the planchet other than pure rotation. 
And if that happens, what will be blundered?-the beginning of the second half of the edge 
inscription, possibly overlapping the end of the first half of the inscription, depending on 
the direction of planchet slipping (forward or backward in the machine). So most of the 
edge errors on the cents should involve “FOR,” just as most of the errors on the halves 
involve “OR HALF.” 
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But that still leaves the original question: Why are these errors so much less common on the 
cents— and why, for that matter, had Walter Breen never seen one on a half cent? Lay out the two 
edge dies above one another, in each case: 


O Kl E 

H U 

N D R 

B D 

FOR 

A D 

o u U 

A R 

FIFTY 

O S Nl 

T S 

O R 

H A UF 

A 

DO U U A R 


With the cents (or the half cents, substituting “TWO” for “ONE”), the dies are balanced— 10 characters 
apiece, a solid run of characters at the beginning and end of each strip; with the halves, they are 
unbalanced— 12 characters for the first 180 degrees of the edge, 11 characters for the second. 
Remember, each of these characters, in relief, must grip the edge of the planchet for lettering to occur. 
In addition, there would be a serious imbalance of forces at the end of the half dollar edge dies, 
“DOLLAR” being driven into the edge letter by regukir letter, while the planchet rotates over a largely 
blank portion of the first edge die— and may or may not engage correctly with that terminal “OR. ” 

Thus, 1 believe, we can account for the comparative rarity of edge lettering blunders on the 
early large cents. Isn’t it amazing what we can deduce from a simple, startling observation?! 
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EXPLORING THE POSSIBILITY OF 1794 C-7, 

C-8, AND C-9 HALF CENTS WITH LARGE EDGE LETTERING 

Ron Manley 


There are three varieties of 1794 half cents whose edge devices 
may be routinely ignored by both collectors and dealers: the high 

relief head varieties 1794 Cohen-7, 8, and 9. Why? Because these 
three '94 varieties are known with only a single edge lettering style. 
Hence, there has been no particular reason to examine the edge style 
of high relief head specimens since no rare, and therefore quite 
valuable edge subvarieties were thought possible. Until, perhaps, now. 

Bill Weber has related to me his discovery that some specimens 
of these varieties, as well as some LDS specimens of 1794 Cohen-4a, 
have been found with perfect small edge lettering (SEL), as opposed 
to imperfect small edge lettering (SEL*) as described in my article 
in the May P-W . I may have inadvertently confused some readers by 
my description of SEL*. Here is some additional background. Accord- 
ing to Walter Breen (page 115, his Encyclopedia ) , Roger Cohen, Jr. 
discovered SEL*. The edge letter defect to the letter E "apparently 
represents an injury to the existing edge die and not a different 
edge device". Thus, in answer to the question raised in the July 
P-W by Bob Yuell, LDS specimens of 1794 C-4a with SEL* do no t 
represent a new subvariety but only a different (edge) die state. 

Now that I've dashed the hopes for the existence of one new 
subvariety of 1794 half cent I'll try to raise them for another. 

It follows from Bill's discovery that the third pianchet group employed 
in striking 1794 half cents (see my article. May P-W ) must have 
consisted not solely of SEL* planchets but of SEL* planchets mixed 
with some SEL planchets in an unknown ratio, with the possibility of 
a few LEL planchets mixed in ! I'll explore this possibility further 
Tn the following table . 




ESTIMATES 

OF POSSIBLE 

1794 C-7, C- 

-8, 





AND 

C-9 SPECIMENS 

WITH LEL 







Speculative 

Ranges of 

Estimate 

:S of 

Vari( 

111 

Est'd Extant 

the SEL*: SEL Ratio 

LEL 

Spec 

• imens 

1794 

C-7 

30 

5:1 



0 



C-8 

40 

5:1 



0 



C-9 

600 

5:1 



4 


1/94 

C-/ 

30 

1:1 



0 



C-8 

40 

1:1 



0- 

1 


C-9 

600 

1:1 



10- 

12 

1794 

C-7 

30 

1:5 



0- 

1 


C-8 

40 

1:5 



1 



C-9 

600 

1:5 



16- 

20 

Based i 

on a SEL: LEL 

ratio of 25:1 

to 30:1. 
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The specimens estimated extant for 1794 C-7, C-8, and C-9 
are conservative, perhaps, but are based upon Breen's rarity 
estimates. The range given for the SEL:LEL ratio reflects the 
present uncertainty in the SEL*:SEL ratio. 

From the table, it would appear highly unlikely to find a 
LEL specimen of 1794 C-7 or C-8 regardless of the SEL*:SEL ratio. 
However, the table does indicate that there may be a handful of 
1794 C-9 specimens hiding in the extant population with LEL! With 
only sixty or so specimens of 1794 C-9 (about 10% of the estimated 
population) reported in the last 1/200 Survey, a reasonable guess 
for unidentified 1794 C-9's with LEL in half cent collector's hands 
ranges from 0-2, Even this low estimate may prove optimistic if 
the ultimate range for SEL''>;SEL is determined to be closest to 5:1, 

Confirmation of a 1794 C-9 with LEL would require the new 
designations of 1794 C-9a (with SEL) and 1794 C-9b (with LEL). 
Hopefully, owners of 1794 C-9 specimens will rush to examine the 
edge lettering style of their coins (if not already known). Both 
major half cent reference books describe and illustrate how to 
easily distinguish LEL from SEL. Here's your chance to perhaps 
become famous and discover a new 1794 subvariety! 


LATE DATE CENT UPDATE 
Bob Grellman 


A new variety of 1854 has been confirmed, cind I have assigned it the N-30 designation. The 
obverse die is 1854 N-21, late, with flowlined fields and the repunching below the date very weak 
<ind blurry. The reverse is 1854 N-23, early, with the same fine die lines seen on the earliest state 
of the N-23 marriage. 

I have seen about a h<fif dozen of these over the past several years, but I delayed reporting 
the discovery until I had <in opportunity to examine a high-grade specimen to confirm my findings. 
This was accomplished recently using a mint state piece out of the Gary Ruttenberg collection and 
another mint state example sent to me for attribution by Larry Briggs. These pieces allowed me to 
confirm, without question, the new marriage. 

I have tentatively assigned a rarity rating of R6+ to the variety. I am convinced N-30 is rare, 
since the reverse die suffers no visible wear before the obverse die is retired and the N-23 obverse 
is placed into service. Please check your examples of 1854 N-21, late die state, to see if you have 
the new N-30, and let me know if you find one. 

A second example of the 1846 N-46 has been reliably reported. I have seen a pressing, and 
it looks like the real thing. You may recall the N-46 variety (obverse of N-44 / 32 / 6, earlier; reverse 
of N- 10 / 11, intermediate) has been represented by a single example since its discovery by Tom 
Wagemtiker severzfi years ago. The new piece, assuming it checks out in the copper, appears from 
the pressing to be a nice VG or perhaps Fine. Please let me know about any 1854 N-30 pieces 
you turn up or anything else significzint in the late date cent series. My address and phone number 
are in “Swaps and Stiles.” 
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NEW JERSEY COPPERS, PART 25: MARIS #38b 

John Griffee 


The cima^g discovery when preparing this CC list was not the usu<il large number of coins 
but just the opposite— so few coins were found that this variety is certcdnly a low R6. 

38b is known as one of the ‘Small Head’ varieties, but it hcis a lot of brothers in obverses 23, 
24, 38 Zind 39. It probably should be called one of the ‘Lower 7s’ as BOTH sevens in the date are 
lower than the other numbers. 

The reverse has a ‘Narrow Shield’ zund a ‘Outlined Shield’, same as 38z; but the easy way 
to tell the difference is 38b has ‘Sprigs under the Shield’. There are none on 38z or emy of the other 
38 reverses. 


The combination of small head, narrow outlined shield with springs of leaves equals 38b. 

Listed below are eill the 38b ’s in auction catalogs I own where I do not know the present 
owner or location of the coins. If you own one of these coins, or know of someone who does, 
plezise let me know. 


A ‘P’ means the coin was plated. ‘L’ is short for “Lot” and ‘FPL’ is “Fixed Price List”. 


N.Y.. Coin, Parmelee 

6/1890 

Fair 

— 

L411 

Chapman, Mills 

4/04 

Fair 

— 

L432 

Chapman, Stickney 

6/07 

Fair 

— 

L290 

Schulman, Spiro 

3/55 

VF 

P 

L1515 

Stack’s, Bareford 

5/84 

F-VF 

P 

L158 

Stack’s, Rcker 

10/84 

VG 

— 

L215 

B & M, Frontenac 

11/91 

F15 

P 

L167 


From information obtained from N.J. collectors, I have compiled the following condition 
census for Maris 38b. 


1. 

AU50-55 

2. 

VF30 

3. 

VF20-25 

4. 

F15 

5. 

VF20 

6. 

VF 

7. 

F-VF 

8. 

F15 

9. 

F 

10. 

VG/F 

11. 

VG8 

12. 

VG8 

13. 

VG 

14. 

VG 

15. 

VG 

16. 

G-VG 

17. 

G/Fair 

18. 

Fair 

19. 

Fair 

20. 

Fair 

21. 

-- 

22. 



Tony Terreinova; B & M, Quartette, 3/92, L1369; Henry Garrett 

Noted Western collector 

Noted Western collector 

Noted Western collector 

Scott Barnes 

Schulman, Spiro, 3/55, L1515 

Bill Anton; Stack’s, Bareford, 5/84, L158; New Netherlands, 1952; Brand; 
Hall 

B & M, Frontenac, 11/91, L167; Boyd; Ryder; Chapman, 6 / 07, L290 
ANS; Henry Grunthail (1945) 

Richard August 

John Griffee; B & M, Quartette, 3 / 92, L1370; Henry Garrett 

Peter Scherff; B & M, Saccone, 11/93, L1603; Harry Rescigno; Mike 

Ringo 

NJHS; bequest by Frederick A. Canfield, Dover, N.J., 1927 

Stack’s, Picker, 10/84, L215; Garrett, privately; Henkels, Maris, 6/1886, 

L426 

/^NS; Henry Grunthal (1945) 

N.Y. collector #4 

P. T. Quigley; Bill Anton; Edward Black 
N.Y. Coin, Parmelee, 6/1890, L411 
Chapman, Mills, 4/04, L432 
Chapman, Stickney, 6/07, L290 
Bill Anton 
Bill /Alton 
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NEW JERSEY COPPERS, PART 26: MARIS 44c 

John Griffee 


Should this coin be called 44c or 44c.l? If you compare the reverse plates of 38c, 41c and 
42c, you will note that they «ill look zilike BUT do not look the same «is 44c. On 44c the sinister 
point of the outlined shield touches the “U”. On the other three obverses the point does not touch 
the “U”. 

There is a diebretik at 7:00 on the shield showing a small lump of metal on 38c, 41c and 42c. 
There is no diebreak on any of the plated 44c coins. 

This coin was discussed at the 1991 N. J. Symjx)sium and Ray Williams had a theory about 
this coin which was published in P-VJ. 9/15/92. 

Ray said, "1 now believe the 44c. 1 is the first die state of the "c" reverse. After a few strikings, 
a massive die break occurred, and the die was ground and polished and put back in use." 

Ray concluded, "If this anal^is is correct, then of the "c" reverses should be designated 
"c.2" with the exception of the "c.l^being married to the 44 obverse." 

I support this theory but 1 question why no 44c's have turned up with the diebreak-has 
anyone seen one? 

This reverse is also known as the 'Seven Pales' vzuiety, which was discussed when CC's were 
printed for 41c [P=W 11/15/93) and 42 c (PJV 7/15/94). It also has an 'Outlined Shield'. 

Discussing this obverse. Dr. Maris sedd, "Short plow-handles, long share, beam very much 
curved at the end, which is on a level with the last letter of the legend. C^ed by Dr. Dickeson, the 
SLEIGH RUNNER pattern." 

Listed below are all the 44c’s in auction catalogs I own where I do not know the present 
owner or location of the coins. If you own one of these coins, or know of someone who does, 
please let me know. 

A T*' means the coin was plated. 'L' is short for "Lot" and 'FPL' is "Fixed Price List". 


N.Y. Coin, Parmelee 

6/1890 

Fair 

— 

L416 

Chapman, Mills 

4/04 

G 

— 

L439 

Schulman, Spiro 

3/55 

VF 

P 

L1537 

B & M, Garrett 

10/80 

EF 

P 

L1441 

B & M, Quartette 

3/92 

F12 

P 

L1382 


From information obtained from N.J. collectors, I have compiled the following condition 
census for Maris 44c. 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 

9. 

10 . 


Since I have been able to find only ten examples of this R7 coin it remains a solid R7! 

EF Bill Anton; B & R, Garrett, 10/80, L1441; Henkels, Maris, 6/1886, L437 

VF35 Noted Western collector; Schulman, Spiro, 3/55, L1537 

F12 B & M, Quartette, 3/92, 1382; Henry Garrett; B & M, BB&R, 3/90, 

L1234; Elder, Beach, 11/30, L? 

F Richard August 

F NJHS; bequest of Frederick A. Camfield, Dover, N.J., 1927 

VG ANS, 1931; NJHS, bequest of Frederick A. Canfield, Dover, N.J., 1927 

VG ANS; Henry Grunthtil (1945) 

G Chapman, Mills, 4/04, L439; Whitm 2 m collection, LI 185 

Fair N.Y. Coin, Parmelee, 6/1890, part of L416 

Bill Anton 
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ANA ‘95 - DL’S DIARY 


Denis W. Loring 

ANAheiml A perfectly timed week of fun in the numismatic sun. Bye 
bye New York: 90's and humid. Worse, Donna and I are having our study / 
library redone, which mcjans ripping out all the previous owner’s cheapo 
built-ins right to the bare walls, which means finding other places for 25 
cartons of books and random other stuff, which means the apartment will 
be in total chaos for a while. I’m outta here. 

Of course, 1 won’t exactly be soaking up rays all week. Three 
auctions, assorted club meetings, lead judge for Best in Show, I’m on the 
program for both the Numismatic Literature Symposium and the 
Numismatic theater, coupla runs with Bill Noyes while we discuss the fine 
points of grading, and who knows what else. Through it all I’ll be behind 
Tom Reynolds’ table again, surrounded by copper coins and relaxing with 
copper friends, a continent away from crumbling sheetrock. Do 1 feel guilty 
leaving Donna behind to deal with carpets, couches and contractors? Only 
a little: she’s much better at it than 1 am. 

Sunday, August 13: Say good-bye to Donna for a week and the study 
for good. . . uneventful flight, the best kind . . . rent car, aim toward the 
Anaheim Hilton, get only slightly lost ... try to check in, and am told I’m 
already pre-registered on the Tower floor. OK, if you say so . . . spend the 
rest of the day being a dutiful son, visiting my mother (she lives about 20 
miles from here) . . . wander into the Tower lounge about 8:30 P.M. and 
find President Ganz, President-Elect Bressett, Paul Whitnah, John Pittman, 
and a few other luminaries. BS for a while, then back to the room, unpack 
(at last!), write the diary, and call it a day. Tomorrow, 1 might even look at a 
few coins. 
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Monday, August 14: Up at 6:30, New York time. This is not 


acceptable. Up again at 6:00 California time. It'll have to do... Bowers 
lot viewing doesn't open 'til 9, so let's do some weights... breakfast 
with John and Nancy Wilson (the family that governs together) . . . drive 
over to the Sheraton for the QDB coins. Most of the early copper is Gene 
Reale's. Nice coins, but will they sell? For that matter, will my MS-63 
1801 Three Errors? We'll know tonight... have my eye on an 1868 large 
cent pattern in nickel, one of three or four known. I bought a copper 
example (mid R-7) from Mark Borckardt last year. This would be a great 
companion piece. It's way at the end of the sale, so I'll let Mark carry 
the bid... on to the convention center to view the Heritage lots... get 
seated next to Tall and Taller, a.k.a. Bob Vail and Del Bland, making the 
process a lot more fun. . . nothing I crave in here, but the MS S-26 will 
get the '94 junkies salivating. Spend some time schmoozing with Mike 
Sherman, copper weenie, now Heritage's representative in Paris. We'll try 
to link up when I'm in London in November... call the office and Donna 
(business before pleasure) ... I hear mixed reports on the pre-show. . . 
enjoy an hour's nap (this is vacation, remember?), then pick up my photo 
I.D. at the convention center... Chromedome Berton tells me J.J. Teaparty 
doesn't have a table for the first time in 30 years. Reason: California 

taxes. Ken Goldman doesn't either, not even just for PNG day. Guess 
where next year's mid-year ANA is? California. Attention, new ANA 
Board. There's a message here... welcome Greg and Lisa Heim, married less 
than a week. Did they have a prenup? Only their lawyers know for sure... 
more leisurely BS, this time with Jim McGuigan and Rod Widok. . . back to 
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the Sheraton for the Bowers sale. Surprise! They've set up a free buffet 
dinner before the sale. Looks OK to me - and Chris Victor-McCawley , Tom 
Reynolds (Chris And Tom, abbreviated CAT from here on in) , Walter Husak, 
Steve Ellsworth, Kenny, Tony, and assorted other moochers. Not really; 
we're all just saving our money for large cents... Showtime! We all wave 
as the copper passes by. My Three Errors doesn't sell; I don't think any 
of Gene's coins do either. Out of 30 half cents and large cents, 22 go to 
the book. Dinner was nice. . . Walter, Steve, CAT and I have a few drinks 
downstairs... Chris invites us back to his room at the Red Roof Inn to 
look at the McCawley-Grellman sale lots for Saturday night. Sounds good 
to everyone. . . Steve was the underbidder on the G-4 S-264 in the Bowers 
sale. Fortunately, I was consigned one three days ago. First sale of the 
show... get home about 11, watch the news, write the diary. A fun, 
relaxing day. Wonder if I got the 1868 pattern? 

Tuesday, August 15: Breakfast, return rental car, over to the 

convention center to await the start of PNG Day... Alan Weinberg's 
familiar refrain: "Anything new in Chain cents?"... I'm told this PNG 

bourse is the smallest in years, ditto the ANA bourse. Got the message 
yet. Board?... 10:00 and away we go... scouting the entire floor takes 45 
minutes. Total purchases: zero. I'm not really surprised, but hope does 

spring eternal... Mark tells me I bought the 1868 pattern for well under 
my bid, so it's a good day anyway... Heritage has a PCGS F-15 S-19. Any 
guesses on the edge?... Liz Arlin shows me a lovely XF-45 S-76b, but 
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it's $300 too much... the Great Shal has a few goodies for sale... 
nobody's finding anything... chat with Ted Naftzger and Larry Stack about 
the ANS appeal. Talk about a good guy getting re-shafted... Bill 
Raymond! An old coin show roommate back when we were both poor starving 
students. Haven't seen you in years... liberate an 1802 brockage from 
Chris' case... 3 P.M. Bill, Steve and I reluctantly pull away from the 
frenzied activity (yawn) and head off for a five-mile run on the back 
streets of Anaheim... buffet dinner with CAT in the hotel, call Donna, 
then back to the convention center for an hour and a half of setup (that 
is, yours truly running around the floor while other people set up) . Much 
to my surprise, it's a productive evening: 19N7 Fine, 27N12 Good, and 35N9 
VF all from one dealer, a G-VG Chain cent, and an 1814 brockage. finally 
quit at 9:25, just in time to catch the Disneyland fireworks... chitchat 
in the Tower lounge with Ken Hallenbeck and Ed Rochette. . . bourse opens at 

8:00 A.M. tomorrow. First item on the agenda: Tom and I have first crack 
at a new collection Chris Young has brought in. . . not a bad PNG Day at 
all! 

Wednesday, August 15. Up too early (guess the adrenaline supply isn't 
quite exhausted yet, or else it's just jet lag)... there are two groups of 
large cents in the auction tonight. One comes early, but the other is 500 
lots later. Either I'll leave the second group to CAT or it'll be a 
1-o-n-g day... the doors open... here's another hat trick: S-272, 29N7, 

and 39N15 (at least that's what on the envelopes) all from one dealer... 
Tom finishes up with Chris Young, netting a lovely S-124 among other 
things... the bourse is noticeably smaller this year... in the two-on-two 
competition for a fresh old-time date set, the team of Tony and CVM 
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narrowly triumphs over Tom and Steve Fisher... Diet Coke? Diet Coke?... 
only 11:45 and here comes the public... swap my VG-10 AMERI and some green 
stuff for a VG/AG Starred Reverse, a G-6 1799/8 and a decent S-159... buy 
another G-VG Chain cent (earrings for Donna?)... mooch a bagel from 
Mike Sherman... still haven't heard of any great finds (Hey Chris Young! 
You run out of magic?) . . . Doug Bird graciously lets me return an MS-63 
1853 that a date-set client doesn't need, then promptly sells me a 
comparable 1857 that he does... 4:00 judges' meeting. Only one numismatic 
literature exhibit, so that'll be easy. Best in Show is another story, 
but we opinionated types are always up to the task. . . enough browsing for 
one day. Back to the hotel, work out, and relax a bit before the 
auction. . . after a brief exercise in futility, CAT, 

Walter and I revisit the Hilton buffet dinner - at $13.50 a pop, how can 
you go wrong? Answer: when we all flip for the check and I lose. . . the 
auction pauses for dinner with more than 200 lots to go before the 
copper. . . CAT and I go up to the Tower lounge, where the conversation 
slowly winds down... Tom: "I just can't shake the feeling that we're in 
California." Chris: "That's because we're in California, Tom." Hmmm. 

Have a cookie, fellas... I can't believe I'm staying up for this... 
finally, shortly before midnight, comes the big showdown: WH versus TT 

for the MS S-26. The winner: TT, at just over $30,000. Who says choice 

large cents can't bring big bucks? I'm going to sleep. 

Thursday, August 17: Call to the office before breakfast, just to be 

different... get my literature judging done early (takes all of five 
minutes)... open the table at 9; CAT are nowhere to be found. Must be 
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exhausted from all that auction activity. . . Ken Goldman wanders by: "This 

is a U.S. coin show, and the Smithsonian is exhibiting Russian coins. 

Where are all the U.S. coins? Put that in your diary!" You got it... I 
handle the first sale of the day for Mr. Reynolds: $12 (but the 

percentage markup was terrific)... Chris Young continues the hunt... drop 
off my new acquisitions for Bill to photograph, time for the Investment 
Committee meeting. What fun: bushwhacking through the financial 

backwaters of the ANA. Nearly two hours later, I'm reminded once again 
why I don't run for the ANA Board... Tom springs for a frozen yogurt 
lunch... Doug Bird's selling the Jack Robinson 1793 Liberty Cap twins, 
VF-20 S-13 and 14, buy one for $25K and the other one's free... Armand 
Champa?? Sure looks like him except the hair is dark, the skin is tan, 
and he's ten years younger than a year ago. What an upper! Live long and 
prosper. Champ... CVM's lovely XF-45 S-57 will travel back east with 
Doug's 1857... Tom's XF-45 1813 wants to make the trip too... the floor 
seems a bit busier than yesterday... 3:00 P.M. Dale Anderson, Bill and I 
hit the streets for another five-miler as I try to make up for those 
ever-present free cookies in the Tower lounge (one of these days I'll 
conquer my sweet tooth. Nah) . . . back to the bourse... Robbie Brown's here, 
taking dead aim at the McCawley-Grellman sale. . . have I mentioned that 
Tom's table is at the extreme far end of the room? I'm logging 
significant mileage just walking back and forth... gettin' late. Return 
to the Hilton for a quick solo dinner and link up with Ken Goldman who's 
doing the same thing, put in a quick call to Donna, back to the convention 
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center - and now, dear reader, the stream of consciousness dries up. For 
the next 20 hours, here's the schedule: 

7:30 P.M. Numismatic Literature Symposium 
9:30 P.M. Numismatic Literary Guild Bash 
7:30 A.M. Rittenhouse Society breakfast 
9:00 A.M. EAC meeting 

10:30 A.M. Numismatic Bibliomania Society meeting 

12:00 Best in Show judging 

So take a break (or, if you've had enough, move on to the next 
article. No hard feelings) . See you tomorrow. 

Friday, August 18, 1:15 P.M. : I'm b-a-a-ack. All the meetings were 

good fun; the Japanese paper money won by a razor's edge over the English 
gold coins. The big bombshell, of course, is Superior's announcement of 
the sale of the Robbie Brown collection of 1793-1839 cents on January 27 
in Beverly Hills. So who's having the post-sale Super Bowl party... spend 
much of the afternoon behind the table, interspersed with a little 
aisle-wandering... remember Doug's choice VF-20 S-13? I make him an offer 
he can refuse- but he doesn't... and remember the 272, 29N7, and 39N15 Tom 
and I bought on Wednesday? We finally take time to look at them, and the 
'39 turns out to be an N13 . I go back to the dealer to return it. First 
he asks me to get someone else to verify the attribution (Bob Grellman 
cheerfully obliges). His next question: How does he know I haven't 

switched the coin? At this point, the ugliness index takes a sharp leap 
upward. Fortunately, he takes all three coins back and voids the deal. I 
then fiiid out from Tom that a few years ago the dealer insisted that Tom 
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figure a deal only in front of him, clearly afraid that coins would be 
switched if he took the box away. This guy's a serious jerk, folks, and 
not worthy of EAC patronage. I'll be happy to give you his name upon 
request (but keep reading) . . . Wes and Judy Rasmussen, Las Vegans at last, 
arrive on the scene... day winds down... and we're done. Back to the 
hotel, pick up a Fedex with a week's worth of office mail (airplane 
reading) , relax a bit, then a wonderful Italian dinner with CAT, Del, Bobs 
Grellman and Vail, and our generous host, Robbie Brown. Good food, great 
fellowship- are we having fun yet? You betcha. . . no late-night activities 
tonight, so I just take it easy back in my room. Last day tomorrow, 
climaxed by the CVM-JRG auction (oops- private sale) . Gotta rest up. 

Saturday, August 19: Better make a list of things I have to do 

today. After five solid days of coining, the brain gets a little foggy. . . 
Jack Robinson's looking great, having shed a fair amount of midriff... 
ditto John Burns and old buddy Paul Munson... Heritage takes my 1799/8... 
and here's a pleasant surprise! The 1839 "N15" dealer from yesterday 
stops me in the aisle, we talk for a few minutes, and he apologizes fully 
and wholeheartedly. "I never meant to imply that you would switch a 
coin. I used a poor choice of words, and I'm sorry for any offense you 
may have taken." Not only do I retract my previous characterization of 
the man, but I'm impressed. That took character, and not many people 
would do it. I'll now heartily recommend this dealer to anyone who's 
interested. . . sit at table, walk the floor, head on back and sit some 
more. . . pick up an insurance-related encased cent for my other 
collection... 3 P.M. Running time, with Bill, Dale, and 
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Bob Metzger. (Steve Ellsworth moved to the early shift with Chris 
Young) . . . return to the bourse for the last time. . . settle accounts with 
Tom and CVM. . . take a final stroll, pack away the goodies, say some 
goodbyes... CAT and I attack the buffet one more time, fueling up for the 
sale (Chinese tonight! Yesss!)... and it's time for the final act. Jack 
Robinson calls lot number one at 9:00 on the nose... Tony buys the 
gorgeous VF— 39 Chain cent; I let him own it for about ten minutes. . . John 
Kraljevich covers his tuition with the 1820/19 0 $4900... Tom and I get 
the 39N15- real N15 this time... Jack's running at 200 lots per hour and 
doing a super job of it... try unsuccessfully for the 1843N4, and I'm 
done. Tom can handle my four remaining bids. Back to the room, pack, 
watch a little TV to settle down, drift off to sleep. . . 

(Sunday, August 20)... and get wakened by the alarm at 5:45, 
exhausted. My getup and go finally got up and went. Robbie and I share a 
cab to the airport, chatting about large cents and large companies, 
auction last night and auction to come. We'll both be back in January... 
six hours later, I'm home. Had a great time. After 27 ANA's, the 
pleasure seems to be 10% coins and 90% people. Feels just about right. 

See you in Denver! ************* 

COUNTERSTAMPED LARGE CENTS WANTED 

For my personal collection, which I have been gathering since 1 955, 1 desire to purchase 
counterstamped large cents of all dates with the names and addresses of individuals, or 
individuals and their specialities, merchants, political slogans, and motifs. (At this point I 
am not interested in stray initials, numbers, or names that cannot be identified as to 
geographical location or trade). I would be pleased to make an offer for any coins 
submitted to me, or invite you to send them on approval with an invoice. I am not looking 
for any bargains and will pay any reasonable price, as they are not for resale. Please let 
me hear from you. All correspondence will be answered. 

David Bowers, EAC #204 
c/o Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc. 

Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 

************* 
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“MINI” HALF CENT HAPPENING AT THE 1995 A.N.A. 

Rick Coleman 

Anticipating a paucity of rare half cents at this year’s ANA in Anaheim gave rise to 
my idea of organizing a “mini” half cent happening. It is always enjoyable to see quality 
copper. Rare copper is also enjoyable and when the two are combined, well, need I say 
more? 


Of course, I needed a little help from my friends. Thankfully, Mike Demling, Mark 
Hays, Steve Lund, Jim McGuigan, R. Tettenhorst and Bill Weber were able to assist. The 
result was a fair amount of fun as well as some surprises. 

The two coins featured were 1795 C-3 and 1803 C-4. Seven 1795 C-3's and six 
1803 C-4's were exhibited. Unfortunately, Tett brought his 1804 C-4 instead of his 1803 
C-4, so I agreed to place an asterisk (*) after the results in anticipation of a rematch. 


The results were as follows; 


1 St Choice 
2nd Choice 
3rd Choice 
4th Choice 
5th Choice 


1795 Cohen #3 

R. Tettenhorst 
Jim McGuigan 
Bill Weber 
Rick Coleman 
Steve Lund 


1803 Cohen #4* 

Jim McGuigan, Rick Coleman (tie) 

Mike Demling 
Bill Weber 
Steve Lund 


The voting on the 1795 C-3 was rather consistent. Tett’s coin garnered four first and 
two second place votes. Jim’s coin received two first, three second and one third place 
vote. Bill’s coin was a clear third with one second, three third and two fourth place votes. 
My coin received two third and four fourth place votes. The remaining coins all received 
fifth place votes, but Steve’s got the most, three. 

When I tallied the votes on the 1803 C-4, however, it looked like someone had 
thrown ink at the page. Each coin had its pluses and problems. The grades of the top five 
were close. It was a tough call. Fortunately, Jim McGuigan was busy at his bourse table 
and was not able to vote. Tett left his home. So, 1 eked out a tie for first (*). Move over, 
Roger Maris! 




MINUTES OF EAC MEETING AT ANA 
Friday August 18, 1995 
Anaheim, California 

Dale Anderson 

The EAC meeting held in conjunction with the annual ANA Convention was called 
to order by National Secretary Denis Loring at 9:00 a.m. Friday August 18, 1995 at the 


- 270 - 


Anaheim Convention Center. The usual round of introductions followed. The following members 
and guests signed the roll: 


The Goldbergs were called upon to discuss the acquisition of Superior Galleries by A-Mark. 
The ‘new’ Superior should benefit from the promotional expertise of A-Mark; and new photographic 
equipment will make future catalogs even better than past ones, according to the Goldbergs. 
Additionally, Susan Kono, an old friend to past auction participants, has returned to Superior. 

And then the bomb dropped. It was announced that those present could view the quality of 
the photographs produced by the new equipment by taking a brochure announcing the sale of the 
Robinson Brown, Jr. collection of early and middle date cents. The sale will be in January, 1996. 

Robbie Brown then took a moment to discuss the upcoming sale and to assure those present 
that he will continue to be active in EAC and continue to collect late dates. 

Denis then asked if any cherry picks were to be found on the floor. Tom Rinaldo was the lone 
respondent, indicating that a 1 787 Connecticut Miller 42-o (one of five known, with three permanently 
impounded) and a Fugio Newman 12-S (possible finest known) were found, and would be included 
in the upcoming C-4 sale. 

Mark Borckardt, who during introductions said he collects criticism, was asked to update the 
group about the early date book. Mark said he hopes to have the book published during the 
twentieth century (as long as no more NC’s are found.) He stated that editing has progressed to 
about 1799 and is proceeding well. 

Jack Robinson was asked for a CQR update. He indicated that his plans to publish late this 
year may be revised with the announcement of the Robbie II sale. He asks that any 
published information about transactions be forwarded to him for inclusion in the next edition. 

Bob Grellman and Chris McCawley were asked to say a word about the Gary Ruttenberg Sale 
to be held August 19. They indicated that there were many highlights and invited all to view the lots 
at their table on the bourse. 


Bill Murray 
Susan Kono 
Bob Grellman 
Les Dawson 
R W Julian 
Bill Thomas 
David Showers 
Paul Gilkes 
Mike Demling 
Charles Davis 
Don Boger 
Bob Vail 
Phil Ralls 
Tom Reynolds 
Denis Loring 
Ken Lowe 
Myron Xenos 


Lawrence S. Goldberg 
Mark Goldberg 
Rick Coleman 
John F. Bergner 
John Kleeberg 
R Tettenhorst 
Mark Borckardt 
Christopher B Young 
George Fitzgerald 
Dick Kurtz 
Enoch Blackwell 
Del Bland 
David Finkelstein 
Donald E E Anderson 
Don Valenziano 
John Kraljevich Jr 
William Lutwyche 


Bob Metzger 
Bob Van Ryzen 
Bill Weber 
Dale Anderson 
Gene Reale 
Walter Horn 
Chris McCawley 
Robt Hendershott 
Mark Hayes 
Glenn Peterson 
Greg Heim 
Eric P Newman 
Larry Gaye 
Paul Munson 
Craig Whitford 
Cordy Lowe 
Phyllis Thompson 


Chris Stocklin 
Jim Hart 
Eric Holcomb 
Jack Robinson 
Judy Mathern 
Sam Kolbe 
Jon Whitford 
Steve Ellsworth 
Brad Karoleff 
Carl Feldman 
Lisa Heim 
Robbie Brown 
Charles Brainard 
Lanny Reinhardt 
David Sklow 
Mike Whelan 
Dan Demeo 
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other copper dealers present were invited to take a moment to give their table number and 
a brief pitch. Those responding were Tom Reynolds, Don Valenziano, Steve Ellsworth, Chris Young, 
and Chris McCawley. George Kolbe also mentioned that he had brought about 40 boxes of 
numismatic literature that was severely discounted, which he did not want to take home. 

Talk about copper addiction, it was announced that Greg and Lisa Heim were on their 
honeymoon at the ANA convention! Congratulations were offered from all present. 

President Phil Ralls announced that the dates for the 1 996 EAC Annual Convention were May 
2-5, at the Doubletree in Philadelphia. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:35 a.m. 


************* 


ANNOUNCEMENT OF UPCOMING MEETING 

E. Tomlinson Fort 


There will be a regional meeting of Early American Coppers at the Pennsylvania Association 
of Numismatists (PAN) coin show from 2-3 PM on Saturday 28 October. The show will take place 
at the Pittsburgh Expo-Mart, on Business Rt-22 in Monroeville, PA (exit 6 from the PA Turnpike). If 
any members of EAC have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 1 161 King Ave., Apt. 2, 
Pittsburgh 15206, (412) 362 - 1246, or Wayne Homren at (412) 361 - 2722. 


************* 


AUDIO TAPES AVAILABLE FOR EAC EDUCATIONAL FORUM 

- Mary Sauvain 


1 994 - Collecting Colonial Coppers 

The French Influence on Early 

American Numismatics - John Kraljevich 


Panel Discussion with EAC 
Member Dealers 

New Jersey State Coinage 


- Jack Beymer 
Chris McCawley 
Tom Reynolds 

- John M. Griffee 


1 995 - Robbie Brown - Early Copper Happenings During Early 
Days of EAC 

Ted Naftzger - Collecting Early Copper in Early Times 
John D. Wright - History and Development of EAC 


1994 -$7.50 ppd. 

ORDER FROM: Mabel Ann Wright 

1468 Timberland Drive 
St. Joseph, Ml 49085 


1995 - $5 ppd. 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: Early American Coppers 
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EAC Sale 

1 « 9 « 9«6 


CALL FOR CONSIGNMENTS 


The Sale Committee is soliciting consignments for the 1996 EAC Sale to be held in 
conjunction with the annual Early American Coppers Convention. The Convention will be 
held in Philadelphia, PA. 

The Early American Coppers Convention is devoted exclusively to early U.S. copper 
coins; EAC’s members are the most active and interested in this field. Your early U.S. 
copper coins will thus receive full exposure to serious copper collectors and dealers. 


The Sale will be limited to approximately 
450 to 500 lots. It is the Committee’s goal 
that the Sale be composed of. (see insert 
directly right) 


TYPE 

LOTS 

Half Cents 

30-100 

Large Cents 

350-400 

Colonials 

15-20 

Hard Times Tokens 

15-20 

Literature 

10-15 


In past years, choice, scarce and rare coins have brought very strong prizes. The 1996 
Sale should continue this tradition. Better coins and consignments are requested. Large 
cents should have a minimum value of $100 per coin. Coins other than Large Cents will be 
accepted regardless of value, to the extent explained in the report of the EAC Sale 
Committee (September, 1991 issue of Penny-Wise) 


Commissions are charged to defray 
the costs of the EAC Convention, and 
are on a sliding scale based upon 
convention costs and the total Sale 
gross receipts. Commission rates will 
be; (see insert directly right) 


There are no buyer’s fees in EAC sales! 

There will be a 2% consignor buy-back charge. 

CONSIGNMENT DEADLINE ^ JANUARY 31, 1996 


Gross Receipts 
$000,001 -$150,000 
$150,001 -$250,000 
$250,001 - $300,000 
$300,001 - $400,000 
$400,001 - $500,000 
$500,001 and up 


Commission Rate 
8.0% 
6.0% 
5.0% 
4.0% 
3.5% 
3.0% 


All coins should be sent via REGISTERED MAIL, RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED. 
Consignments may be hand-delivered to Tom at major coin shows. 

Feel free to contact Tom Reynolds in advance to discuss your coins, and to 
review the advantages to you and to the Club of consigning to the EAC Sale. 


CONTACT ^ 


Thomas Reynolds 
Post Office Box 24529 
Omaha, Nebraska 68124 
(402) 895 - 3065 
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1996 EAC CONVENTION BALE LOTS WANTED! I ! ! 


The 1996 EAC Convention will be held in Philadelphia, PA on May 
2—5. On Saturday May 4, the annual EAC Sale will take place. 

Once again it is time to consider parting with some o-f your 
choice coppers via the EAC Sale. The Sale lots will be limited 
to 500 in number and the :fl00 per lot minimum for half cents and 
large cents will be followed. Problem free coins are desired but 
rarities in less than choice condition will be considered. 

When I receive a consignment for the Sale, I try not to look at 
any grade shown on the holder or stated in the letter , so that I 
am not biased by the owner's grade. I then determine m^ 
sharpness and net grades. <At this point, if the coin is not 
suitable for the Sale, it is returned to the owner immediately.) 
If my grade differs from the owner's grade and pedigree 
information is provided with the coin, I research the piece to 
see if a grade adjustment should be made. I also show Condition 
Census pieces and rarities, where a point or two difference in 
the grade could make a substantial difference in the value, to 
other knowledgeable EAC'ers for their grade opinion. 

I try to avoid duplication of varieties with similar grades, 
since duplication usually results in lower prices. Coins that 
have passed the initial phase of Sale acceptance, may still be 
returned in February if a slighly better piece of the same 
variety is also consigned. 

It is my goal to have every coin in the Sale be accurately graded 
and described. Consigning coins as early as possible will make 
my job much easier. 

Since there is no "107. buyer's fee", EAC Bale bidders produce 
higher hammer prices, which translate into higher net proceeds 
for consignors. For example, assume a coin is worth $^2000. With 
a 10% buyer's fee, a bidder will stop bidding at approximately 
$1800 since the total price paid would be $1980, including the 
lOX buyer's fee. The consignor would receive 90X (assuming a 10% 
seller's fee) of the $1800 hammer, or $1620. In an EAC Sale, 
there is no 10% buyer's fee, so the consignor would receive 92% 
(there is a maximum of an 8% seller's fee) of the hammer of 
$1980, using my example, which results in the consignor receiving 
$1821, an increase of approximately $200. Think about it!!! 

A 2% buy-back charge will be made for any lot repurchased by the 
consignor. 

Please consign to the 1996 EAC Sale!! The consignment deadline 
is January 31, 1996 and coins may be shipped directly to me or 
brought to any coin show that I am in attendance. Call me if you 
wish to discuss a consignment. 


TOM REYNOLDS 
P.O. BOX 24529 
OMAHA, NE 68124 
******** **t40f2) 895-3065 
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NOTICE 


1996 ELECTION OF NATIONAL AND REGIONAL OFFICERS 


Article IV, Section 3 of EAC’s by-laws provides that the membership shall elect the 
president, vice president, secretary and treasurer and that elections are to be held 
every three years. Elections were last held in 1993. The terms of the present officers 
expire with the 1996 annual meeting. It is, therefore, appropriate to elect officers to 
serve for the 1996-99 term. 

Article VII, Section 2 of the by-laws provides for the election of a chairman and a 
secretary for each region. 

All members are eligible to vote for national officers. In the case of regional officers, 
you may vote for those officers for the region in which you live. The regions are: 


Region 1 - 

New England: 

Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut. 

Region 2 - 

New York: 

New York, New Jersey, Alaska, Hawaii, 
Canada. 

Region 3 - 

Mid-Atlantic: 

Pennsylvania, Maryland, Delaware, Virginia 
West Virginia, District of Columbia, North 
Carolina 

Region 4 - 

Southeast: 

Florida, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, 
South Carolina, Tennessee. 

Region 5 - 

North Central: 

Ohio, Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
Indiana, Illinois, North Dakota, 

South Dakota Nebraska, Kentucky, Iowa. 

Region 6 - 

South Central: 

Kansas, Arkansas, Louisiana, Missouri, 
Nevada, Arizona, Oklahoma, Colorado, 
New Mexico, Texas. 

Region 7 - 

West: 

California, Washington, Oregon, Montana, 


Wyoming, Utah, Idaho. 


A ballot for the election of both national and regional officers will be included with the 
mailing of the January issue of Penny-Wise. At that time, we will provide instructions 
on completing and mailing the ballot. Election results will be announced at the EAC 
Annual Business Meeting to be held Sunday, May 5, 1996 at the EAC Annual Meeting 
which will be held at the Doubletree Inn in downtown Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
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Article X, Section 2 of EAC’s by-laws provides that the president shall appoint a 
Nominating Committee who, in turn, shall nominate candidates for each of the national 
and regional offices. The Nominating Committee is as follows: 

Dale Anderson Daniel W. Holmes, Jr. (Chairman) 

P.O. Box 12160 Morrison Products, Inc. 

San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 16900 South Waterloo Road 

805-541 -6743 Cleveland, OH 441 1 0 

216-486-4000 


Cindy Grellman Mike Packard 

P.O. Box 951 988 4905 Village Drive 

Lake Mary, FL 32795 Fairfax, VA 22030 

407-321-8747 703-273-1304 

Any member who is interested in holding an office or who would like to nominate 
someone for the office is urged to please so nominate any member. It is Important that 
nominations be received by a Nominating Committee member no later than December 
31 , 1995. This date is necessary in order that the Nominating Committee can meet and 
that the ballot can be included with the January issue of Penny-Wise. 


************* 


NEW CANDIDATES FOR EAC MEMBERSHIP 


The following persons have applied for membership in EAC since the last issue of 
P-W . Provided that no adverse comments on any particular individual are received by the 
Membership Committee before the November issue of P-W . all will be declared elected to 
full membership at that time. Chairman of the Membership Committee is Rod Burress, 9743 
Leacrest, Cincinnati, Ohio 45215. 


NAME 

Eric Li Cheung 
Bernard S. Arden 
Alan H. Burghauser 
Tim Weimer 
James E. Haller 
Frank C. Dolan 
Wiley Strom 
West Roberts 
Gregory C. Spengler 
Robert Mazze 
Ken Shellaby 
Stephen F. Hill, Sr. 
Robert Schoen 
Mel Frey 
Hyunni ‘Doc’ Kim 


CITY, STATE 

New York, NY 
Altamonte Springs, FL 
Springfield, NJ 
Mt. Laurel, NJ 
Merrimac, MA 
Delaware Water Gap, PA 
Longprairie, MN 
Bozeman, MT 
Annapolis, MD 
Culver City, CA 
Rockport, TX 
Londonderry, NH 
Baltimore, MD 
Littleton, CO 
Enfield, CT 


MEMBER # 

4312 

4313 

4314 

4315 

4316 

4317 

4318 

4319 

4320 

4321 

4322 

4323 

4324 

4325 

4326 
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The War Ends 


Mike Packard 


Nearly three years ago an army of half cents moved from New Jersey to the small 
town of Clifton, VA, not far from the Manassas (Bull Run) battlefield, to challenge the half 
cent armies of two Virginians. Bob Yuell and his Yankees outduelled the Rebs of Steve 
Ellsworth and Mike Packard in a three-way whist match (See Penny-Wise , January 1993, 
pages 52-53 for a write-up). At the end of the Draped Bust series. Bob held a commanding 
whist point lead of 133 to 100 for Mike to 76 for Steve (three points for the best coin, two 
for second best, one for third best, and none for a lack of the variety). We had to end after 
the Draped Bust series because of the late hour but promised to battle to the end of the series 
at a later date. Little did we realize how much later later would be. 

After serious negotiations and a couple of false starts, we finally agreed to meet on 
June 3, 1995 at a neutral site in Laurel, MD to finish the war. Witnesses to the battle 
included Ed Masuoka and Bill Eckberg, two of the three judges at the initial engagement. 

We were unable to locate Tom Erstfeld. Not long after the appointed hour (Steve and Mike 
were delayed by “highway improvement” work on the Capitol beltway) and a review of the 
rules, the battles began. 

Mike got off to a quick start by displaying the only 1809 C-1 present. All three had 
beautiful 1809 C-3s and Bill exclaimed that he could not in good consciousness give any of 
the coins a score of “1". This was just the first of several draws the participants and 
witnesses awarded the combatants. Bob’s C-4 of the year is truly an outstanding half cent. 
Bob made up ground quickly and was tied with Mike by the end of the 1809s. 

Mike eked ahead when his 1810 C-1 narrowly defeated Bob’s, but Bob then went on a 
sustained run winning the 1811s and 1825s. Steve, Bob, and Mike each won four of the next 
12 varieties (1826-1834), with Steve getting envious looks when he put his 1831 on the velvet 
field. The rest of us lack that variety. Bob closed the match with a cannon blast by winning 
the last 10 varieties (1835-1857). I do not think Bob had any of these last 10 coins in 1992. 
He obviously had been busy recently adding red to his collection. 

Final tally— Bob and his Yankees returned to New Jersey victorious for the second 
time in the same whist match. The Rebs lost this war too. The average of the five scores for 
the Classic Heads and Braided Hairs were Bob— 77, Mike— 64, and Steve— 52. 

I came away from this second battle with a couple of observations. First, aside from 
the proofs issues, there are only two tough varieties in the late half cents- 1809 C-1 and 1831. 
Of these, the 1831 is much scarcer. The 1809 C-1 is a middle or low R-5, but for some 
reason commands an R-6 premium. The high price keeps this variety out of many 
collections. Second, almost all the nonproof late date half cents are available in high grades. 
Only the 1809 C-1 and C-2, the 1811s, and the very scarce 1831 are difficult to find in EF or 
above. For most of the other varieties, the coin you like best depends on whether you prefer 
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a particular color, or a strong strike, or clean surfaces. At least, that is the way it was at our 
whist match. Third, if you want to remain competitive from a whist standpoint, you need to 
continually upgrade your collection. In the past few years, I have focussed my collecting 
efforts in areas other than half cents and it shows. I also learned from Bob that you can gain 
a lot of whist match points by buying CHOICE late date half cents. Bob learned that lesson 
himself some years ago from the late Carvin Goodridge. Fourth, both Ed and Bill have some 
beautiful half cents. They would lay their specimens along side ours if they had the variety 
with them and there were several instances when I was happy I was not in a four-way or 
five-way match. Fifth, not everyone includes the Hulseman token as a part of the half cent 
series. I like it and include a specimen with my half cents, but it was not a mint product. 
Sixth, it is nice to look at your collection periodically. I like to lay all my specimens of a 
particular type (Pole-to-Cap, Draped Bust, etc) out at once (preferably in the sunlight) so I 
can view them as a collection. It is much easier to see what needs upgrading that way and I 
feel a sense of accomplishment when I look at my whole collection that I do not get when I 
view it one coin at a time. Finally, half cent collectors are great people and I truly enjoy 
spending time with them. 


************** 


ROD BURRESS, EAC #109 


9743 Leacrest 


Cincinnati, OH 45215 


$7.50 

$3.00 

$8.50 per 1,000 
$2.50 


250 sheets $2.50 


FOR SALE: 

#4 Soft jeweler’s brush $7.50 each 
Jeweler’s tissue 4x4 Box of 1 ,000 sheets 
Xylol - 4 oz. Bottle plus 100 wooden stick Q-tips 
Wooden Stick Q-tips $4.50 per 500 
Blue Ribbon Coin Conditioner 2 oz. Bottle 
Cast Iron Notary Seal Machine converted to make aluminum 

foil pressings - medium size $34.00 large size $37.00 
Notary Press - unconverted - for the do-it-yourselfer med. $17.00 Ig. $19.00 
Double Row Coin Storage Box for 2 x 2 holders 14 inches long 

premium quality heavy duty 1 03 wgt. pasteboard -- Color Red or Black $4.25 ea. 
Heavy Duty 28 lb. 2 x 2 coin envelopes colors GRAY, BROWN, or WHITE 

box of 500 $10.00 Send SASE for sample. 

Cotton liners 1 00 percent soft cotton flannel interest. Fit inside 

standard 2x2 coin envelopes. Send SASE for sample $20.00 per hundred 
VIGOR 10X Triplet magnifying glass very high quality optics extra wide 

13/16 inch lens best glass on market to my knowledge $39.00 each w / cord 
Sulfur ointment 10% 1+ oz. jar $2.50 

Attribution guides for Matron Head Cents 1816 - 35 37 pgs. $4.00 

Add $3.25 per order ($3.75 for western states) for shipping. Shipment by UPS -- you must 
give a street address, not deliverable to P.O. Box number. 


************* 
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An Elegant (and Inexpensive) Cabinet for Copper 

Red Henry 


Copper “fits” well in a coin cabinet. That expression is Rees Kinney’s, and I agree; 1 believe that the most elegant, 
attractive, and convenient way to display a copper collection is in a coin cabinet. For centuries in Europe and America, 
cabinets were the usual and customary storage places for coins, and some people still look on cabinets as very desirable. 
The introductory material in Seaby’s Coins of England and the United Kingdom states, “Many collectors will eventually 
wish to own a hardwood coin cabinet in which the collection can be properly arranged and displayed.” Major Sheldon S. 
Carroll, in his 1 95 1 Numismatist article entitled “Housing a coin collection,” wrote, about coin storage, “One of the oldest 
methods and a method still preferred by many advanced collectors is the coin cabinet. ..Well-made cabinets of rare and 
beautiful woods are in themselves a work of art and a thing of beauty.” 


Original antique coin cabinets must be delightful to use, but they 
are scarce and rather expensive to acquire if the seller knows what 
he has. Nice new cabinets can be ordered from the companies who 
build them, but.. .new cabinets are, well, new, and their cost is 
commensurate with their quality. If you’re like me, the more you 
spend on a cabinet, the less you have left to spend on copper. So, two 
alternatives to using old coin cabinets are ( 1 ) altering a suitable old 
cabinet to hold coins, and (2) building a cabinet yourself I’ve built 
one cabinet and converted another, and enjoyed both procedures, 
but this article will concentrate on the easier task of converting an 
older cabinet to hold coins in trays. 

There are plenty of old cabinets from the late 1 800s and early 
1 900s available for conversion, and two considerations affecting a 
purchase (besides price) are ( 1 ) the cabinet’s condition and exterior 
appearance, and (2) how much work it will take to adapt the interior 
to hold coin trays. The kinds of wood used in cabinets are important, 
too, whether you are building or buying. Some woods, such as 
walnut and curly maple, are more spectacular than others, and 
some, such as mahogany, birch and plain maple, are more durable 
or more stable. But beware — some woods are not good to have in 
coin cabinets. As Seaby points out in Coins of England: “...avoid 
oak and cedar wood; mahogany, walnut, and rosewood are ideal.” 
Susan Maltby, in a November 1 993 Coin World article “Preserving 
Collectibles,” agreed. In discussing woods, she stated, “Some 
woods are more acidic than others.. .The following woods have 
proved harmful and should be avoided: oak, cypress, red cedar, 
Douglas fir, sweet chestnut, bass-wood, Sitka spruce, and teak. ..The 
following woods, if old or wel 1-seasoned, are less corrosive: beech, 
birch, mahogany, spruce (except Sitka spruce), walnut, pine, mag- 
nolia, and elm.” 


On the top: a small homebuilt cabinet, 
capacity 9 trays, 486 coins. 

On the bottom: the converted radio cabinet, 
capacity 20 trays, 1028 coins. 



Coins stored in cabinets are available at a glance, and they can be arranged according to any system you can imagine. 
Do you collect large cents? In the trays of a cabinet, they can be placed by year, or by die variety, or according to Red Book 
variety, or any other way you choose. Do you collect half cents? The same is true for those, and if you collect the varieties 
by die state, you can have all the room you want for creative grouping according to die states as well. Do you collect 
halfpennies? Colonials? Use your imagination for all your old copper coins. Order them chronologically; group them 
geographically; display all the obverses; all the reverses; display whichever side best shows the distinguishing feature for 
the variety; lay your S-276 rotation set out like a clock face. Y ou can 
make whatever arrangement you like. No wonder the old-timers 
liked coin cabinets so much! 
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Old cabinets all have their own advantages and drawbacks. 
I’ve seen a great many cabinets which could have been converted 
to hold coins, including old 78-rpm record cabinets, small dress- 
ers, sewing parts cabinets, old office flat-files, end tables, and 
other items, but nothing I saw seemed just right, and at the right 
price, until I was browsing at the local flea market this spring and 
spotted an old radio cabinet which fulfilled all the requirements. 



The cabinet dated from the early 30’s, when quality radios 
were expensive and came in well-made cabinets intended to be 
attractive furniture for the home. This particular cabinet was the 
worse for wear, but had an eye-catching exterior of burl walnut, 
with fancy mouldings on the comers and edges, and it was solidly 
built. The material used in most of the cabinet consisted of a birch 
slab sandwiched between heavy walnut veneers. There were some 
drawbacks: the cabinet’s legs had been removed and lost, so I 
would have to make legs or a base; the back and sides also were 
gone; and the whole exterior showed signs of neglect, with minor 
scratches and dents, and some smears and spattering of white 
paint. Also, the cabinet front had only two small sliding doors, 
which originally parted to reveal the minimal radio controls — this 
meant that I’d have to rebuild the cabinet front to make two large 
doors for access to coin trays. That could be done. This was THE 
cabinet to hold my copper. The price? About as much as a 
common VG middle date. I took my cabinet home. 

Two jobs presented themselves: first, to rebuild the cabinet so 
that it would stand up solidly, look good, and hold coin trays; and second, to make the trays themselves. Both jobs had to 
be done inexpensively, using just a few basic hand tools, and by a person (me) with little previous experience working with 
furniture. Since the thought of constructing trays may daunt the most intrepid would-be cabinet builder, and since 1 found 
out how easy the trays were to make when I built a smaller cabinet two years ago. I'll outline that part of the project first. 


The converted cabinet, with the doors .swung open 
to expo.se the tray.s. 


Ordinary black T-54 commercial coin trays are available, with 54 compartments each 1 !4 by 1 14 inches — ^a good size 
to hold raw copper coins — but the trays lack something as far as rigidity is concerned: they won’t stay flat. However, they 
can be strengthened a lot and beautified a little, without a lot of work or money. Here’s one way to do that: 

I made a solid curly walnut front for each tray, with a slot on the back to accept the tray edge. The walnut front was 
shaped with a decorative quarter-round bit, although it could have been left flat. The bottom of each of these pieces was 
routed in a gentle scooped-out shape to serve as a tray pull, but that step also could be dispensed with if you use small knobs 
on the tray fronts. Then the tray back edges were similarly strengthened with simple mahogany reinforcements, each with 
a slot to take the back edge of the tray. With the tray front and back edges kept straight, the question was how to keep the 
tray center flat — ^and so a piece of good-quality %-inch birch plywood, cut to cover all but 14 inch of the tray edges, went 
on the bottom of each tray. The new tray fronts and backs were given a few coats of finish, and then they and the bottoms 
were glued onto the trays with Titebond. (See illustration.) The trays now look good and stay flat. 
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Since old cabinets are all different, each one will offer new challenges in rebuilding. All I can 
offer is a brief outline of what I did on this particular project. When planning a conversion, the 
primary requirements are that ( 1 ) the cabinet be sturdy and able to carry a lot of weight — coins are 
heavy; and that (2) you need some way to support the trays, preferably with grooved interior wails 
(there is no need for shelves, if you reinforce the trays as described above). For this cabinet, I used 
1 -inch thick and heavier walnut to make a new base and cabinet bottom, and glued and screwed 
everything together until I was sure that the structure would hold up well. I built a sturdy shelf 
underneath, and almost as an afterthrought, added wheels — I had a set of 2-inch castors in good 
condition, 50 or 75 years old and well “browned-up” so that they matched the cabinet. They make 
the unit much easier to move now that it is full of goodies. 

I removed the small sliding doors, carefully cut most of the cabinet front out, and then 
reassembled the material into two large doors, hanging them back into the cabinet front with strip 
hinges. Now there was plenty of room to move coin trays in and out. The tray supports, which are 
actually heavy interior walls, were made from mahogany I x 1 2’s with grooves cut on the inside 
surfaces for tray guides. This last step is somewhat critical, since the grooves have to be properly 
spaced, and also just the right depth so that the trays will slide easily in and out. After careful 
measurement and a lot of contemplation, I decided that I could put 20 trays into this cabinet, spaced 
1.1 inches apart vertically. (Along the right side of this page is a full-scale section of a tray 
support.) I ordered eighteen T-54 coin trays, with 1 '/ 2 -inch compartments, and also used two fairly 
new T-28 trays, with 2-inch compartments, which I already had — ^they hold a few larger items at 
the bottom of the cabinet. Altogether, the cabinet could hold over 1000 coins; and that’s good, 
because I'm one of those EAC members who also collect coppers other than large cents, and I 
wanted a cubbyhole for everything. 

I didn’t want to refmish the cabinet, for the same reasons that one does not refmish a large cent, 
but contented myself with gently scraping off the spatters of white paint and doing a little touch- 
up with Minwax stain, which is fast and easy to use. A few coats of clear oil varnish, applied by 
hand, left a deep, rich finish which really brought out the colorful walnut on the cabinet exterior. 
Now, whenever I glance at my new-old coin cabinet, the attractive external appearance heightens 
my anticipation of seeing what’s inside. 

How long did all this take me? About 20 or 25 hours of spare time work. How much did it cost? 
Probably $ 1 50 or a little more, most of which went for buying and converting the trays. Am I glad 
I did it? I sure am. Would 1 do it again? With two cabinets now holding potentially 1 500 coins, 

I won’t have to. 

There are many possible variations on this theme, and some resourceful collectors may be able 
to do similar jobs with much less time and effort. If you have any questions, or just want to 
exchange information on the subject, drop me a line. And keep an eye out for those old cabinets! 

Red Henry, PO Box 2498, Winchester, VA 22604 


Tray support section, 
full size, front view 


References; 

Carroll, Major Sheldon S., “Housing a Coin Collection”, The Numismatist, August 1951, 

reprinted in Selections from The Numismatist, Whitman, 1960, p.55 


King, Rees, Letter to the Editor, Penny Wise, Vol. XXVI, 1992, p. 261 
Maltby, Susan, “Preserving Collectibles”, Coin World, November 22, 1993, p.48 

Seaby, H.A. and P.J., Coins of England and the United Kingdom, Seaby, London, 30th Edition 1995, p. x 
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(Mahogany 1 x 12, front view) 
Rout tray guides l/4"h, x 3/16"d, 


A 1794 CENT WITH BLUNDERED EDGE LETTERING 

Jim Hart 


Recently I bought a 1794 S-58, to upgrade my date set, from a local coin club member. 
Studying the edge for any evidence of damage, I was troubled by the fact that the word “FOR” 
was missing. When I got home, I looked through some old price lists for anything of the kind. 
In Chris McCawley’s list of October 1994, 1 found that an electrotype with an exact imitation of 
1794 edge lettering exists. In Tom Reynolds’ list for October 1992, 1 found an S-58, called the 
first 1794 electro he had seen. Comparing the edge lettering on my new purchase to that on 
the low-grade 1794 and 1795 cents which I already owned left no doubt; “FOR” was truly 
missing. My anxiety rose; had I managed to buy an electro with imitation edge lettering? 

The next day I called Chris, who suggested that the word “FOR was missing due to 
slippage of the planchet within the Castaing edge lettering machine. He did caution me that 
he would have to look at the piece to be sure that it wasn’t an electro. Later in the day, I 
showed it to Don Hauser of Coin Depot in San Gabriel, California, and it passed his ring test! 
Don said that he had seen such slippage errors on half dollars and dollars but never on large 
cents. 


The following day, I saw Phil Moore and Fred Truex at the local coin club auction. They 
both examined the coin in detail and thought it was genuine. Later in the week, Fred kindly 
provided me with some information about the Castaing machine from Walter Breen’s Half Cent 
ENCYCLOPEDIA. 

I talked to other collectors in my area, and none of them had ever heard of errors on the 
edges of coins. So I called Denis Loring. Denis said that he had seen an S-67 with a 
blundered edge, and that such a coin was a “collector’s collectable.” After our conversation, 
I remembered-it was Denis who had cataloged the Ruby collection of large cents in 1 974. Out 
came the dusty old catalogs from storage, and at lot 661 I found it: 

1794 Sheldon 67. Well worn, obverse Good, reverse About Fair, some 
light pitting on lower obverse. Double edge lettering, this planchet run 
twice through the Casting [sic] machine, the two impressions 5 mm. apart, 
producing ONEONE HUNHRNDRED FOR A A DODOARAR. First we’ve 
heard of; listed ~ probably from this legendary example - in Scott’s 
Comprehensive Catalogue, p. 384, as Rarity 8. Ex C. Douglas Smith, May 
12,1953. PHOTO (of edge) ($200.00 - UP) 

Continuing my catalog search, I found the following in Kagin’s April 1963 sale, lot 1446: 

1794 S-46, ERROR EDGE, with “ONE HUNDRED A DOLLAR,” - “FOR” 
OMITTED, extremely fine, VERY RARE. Acquired at $500; should now 
bring closer to $750.00 

The same variety, with the same error edge, but now described as “VF-20, dark brown, 
glossy, ex-Van Cleave lot 5050,” appeared in the May, 1995 P-W, priced at $1250; could this 
be the same coin? 
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Another error edge coin was advertised in the July, 1995 P-W, an S-45, VG net AG, 
with a blundered edge reading HUNDREDA, priced at $795. 

And my S-58, VF-20 net F-15, with a small porous spot at K3 on the obverse, and its 
ONE HUNDRED A DOLLAR, makes three. 

Are there any others out there? Anyone have any idea as to what percentage of large 
cents might have the slippage error, or what premium over CQR they might be worth? Why 
are such errors so much rarer among the cents than among the large silver coins of the era? 
Does any museum own an actual Castaing machine? (Or an original large cent keg, for that 
matter?!) 

You see, my new coin raises as many questions as it answers! 

************* 


A SMALL LARGE CENT PUZZLE 

Jim Hart and Harry Salyards 

Along with his piece on the blundered edge lettered S-58, Jim added the comment, 

I have an 1803 S-258 that has “15" punched into the edge, directly under 
the 8 in the date. Does anybody have some information why this was 
done? 

As I told Jim, I know the answer ~ because 1 puzzled it out on a similar coin about 15 
years ago. Hint: you have to know something of the history of large cent collecting to solve the 
puzzle, and yet nothing more than a copy of Penny Whimsy is necessary. 

Any newer member who correctly solves the puzzle will win a small prize. Submit your 
solutions to the Editor, for publication in a future issue of P-W. 

************* 


SCHOEFFER, FAUST, AND GUTENBERG 

Richard Schaefer 

More interesting than who is W. H. Kimball {P-W #^69, page 235), is who are Schoeffer, 
Faust, and Gutenberg? The latter’s image in the vignette on page 232 does seem medieval 
with his fur cap so may be the famous printer. But one usually doesn’t mix real and fictional 
people so the middle figure is probably not Goethe’s Dr. Faustus; and has there been a famous 
Schoeffer? Perhaps identifying this trio would help identify Kimball. 

Editor’s response: In acknowledging Mr. Schaefer’s contribution, I admitted that I 
couldn’t answer his intriguing question. But about a week thereafter, while attending a used 
book sale, I picked up a copy of Salad for the Solitary . By an Epicure. The book, which has 
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been attributed to one Frederick Saunders, was published in New York by Lamport, Blakeman 
& Law, in 1853. But it was the Frontis-piece which grabbed my attention: 



Looking more closely into the volume, I found that chapter five was titled, “Curious and Costly 
Books.” In that, on pages 92-93, 1 found the answer to Mr. Schaefer’s question: 

The invention of printing took place in the fifteenth century, (1437, it is 
believed,) though the exact year has never been ascertained. It has been 
variously ascribed to Faust, his son-in-law Peter Schaeffer, and John 
Gutenberg, - to the last of whom, however, the credit of the main idea is 
now generally accorded. These three celebrated men lived in the German 
city of Mentz, or Mayence, on the confluence of the Rhine and the Maine; 
and their first experiences in printing from moveable types were made in 
a house called the “Zum Jungen,” ever since known as the “Printing 
Office.” 

So as to the original question about W. H. Kimball, it would seem that either this was 
simply a printer’s device, randomly appended to his list of coins for sale; or alternatively, that 
W. H. Kimball actually knew something of the murky origins of printing from moveable types, 
and chose this vignette to set off his list. Did he perhaps deal in antiquarian books, as well? 
Maybe there’s a clue in this, after all. 


* 


4r 
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Mr. Schaefer concluded with another comment on the Kimball list; “Has anyone 
researched translating 19*’ century grading to ours? Even for cents of the 1850's, Kimball’s 
best are still ‘FINE.’ Was this a low-grade collection, or quite a good one?” 

I’ll turn that one back to you, Dave Bowers! 

************* 


SWAPS AND SALES 

EAC'ers are invited to submit their ads for inclusion in this column. Ads up to twelve lines are 
free. ADS LARGER THAN 12 LINES MUST BE SUBMITTED CAMERA-READY, AND PAID IN 
ADVANCE. A full-page ad is $80, one-third page is $30. Ads should be limited to early American 
Coppers or tokens. Deadline for material to appear in the November 15, 1995 issue is October 31, 
1995. All ads must include the individual membership number of a current member in good standing. 
Copy should be sent to the Editor, Harry E. Salyards, 606 North Minnesota Avenue, Hastings, NE 
68901. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE : 

Early American Coppers, Inc. publisher of Pennv-Wise . does not examine any of the material 
advertised in Pennv-Wise . nor does it review any of the advertising therein. Early American Coppers, 
Inc. assumes no responsibility or liability for any advertisement (or the material described therein) and 
no party shall have recourse against Early American Coppers, Inc. All transactions arising or relating 
to any advertisement in Pennv-Wise shall strictly be between the parties thereto. Complaints 
concerning advertisers (or respondents) should be referred to the President of Early American 
Coppers, Inc.; complaints may result in abridgement, suspension, or terminations of membership or 
advertising privileges. 

************* 


What others think of "The CENT Book"; JOHN D. WRIGHT, EAC #7 

MARK KLEIN: The CENT Book is all I'd dreamed it could be and more. Reading it is like 
enjoying a personal chat with John. 

RICHARD STRILEY; Being a novice on large cents I found a number of other books confusing and 
hard to read. I have Adams, Breen, Grellman, Newcomb, Noyes, and Sheldon, but yours is the best. 
JULES REIVER; Your book is wonderful. This is the first coin book 1 have ever seen which can be 
used to attribute coins without having my coins available for checking. Your pictures are so sharp that 
they make attributing an absolute pleasure. 

SEE FOR YOURSELF - BUY YOUR OWN. See "The CENT Book" ad in this section. 


************* 


ALAN WEINBERG, EAC #1 899 23321 Aetna Street Woodland Hills, CA 91367 

Paying Choice CQR+25% for 1793 Chain cents in conservatively graded VF-25 or Better. Problem- 
free surfaces and rims, well struck, good color. Particularly want S-1 AMERI, but want all other Chain 
varieties, too. 

Also want choice EF-40 and better Massachusetts Oak and Pine Tree silver coinage. Full undipped 
flans, well struck. Paying top dollar. And pre-1900 American medals in silver or gold, old “saloon” or 
military fort tokens and territorial / post trader tokens. 
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BOB GRELLMAN, EAC #575 


P.O. Box 951988 


Lake Mary, FL 32795-1988 
(407) 321 - 8747 


For Sale; Deluxe hardbound copies of the Attribution Guide for United States Large Cents 

1840 - 1857 . The reference for attributing late date large cent. Autographed on 
request. $70 postpaid. 

Attribution Service. I offer an attribution service for late date large cents. I will attribute your cents or 
$1 each plus return postage. This charge includes crud removal when necessary, and 
I'll include my opinion as to sharpness and net grades if requested. No quantity limit, 
fast service, lifetime guarantee. 

Want Lists: Send me your want list for late date cents. I can help. 


JON LUSK, EAC #351 c/o Digital Dynamics 

3055 Plymouth Rd 
Ann Arbor, Ml 48105 
(313) 995-2400 

Now available; Penny-Wise Research Library on CD-ROM. 

All 27 years, with articles, ads, and pictures. Fully searchable. Playable on DOS, Windows, or the 
Macintosh. Disc . . . $94.00, Shipping . . . $4.00 

Please add $5.00 if you are not an EAC member or give your EAC # 

n DOSA/Vindows D Mac (Check one) 

(Note; If you're a new member and your EAC# was announced within the previous four months you 
can deduct $10.00, i.e. $84 plus $4 shipping) 


■k*1c'*c**-*t***-*r-k* 


GARY TRUDGEN, EAC #1889 3103 Chatham Rd. Endwell, NY 13760 


FOR SALE: 1767-A FRENCH COLONIES SOU - Without “RF " Counterstamp 
F / VF. Attractive glossy olive brown, smooth surfaces. Edge bump on the obverse. 
Weakly struck around the reverse circumference. $90.00 

Send for a free list of colonial and state coppers. 


•kitielcieic'le****** 

MIKE RUBIN, EAC 1*2 ^ 88 Box 70642 Marietta, GA 30007 

(404 977 - 4573 

WANTED : ALL OFF-CENTER HALF CENTS AND LARGE CENTS. P lease Write OF Sh ip With 

price desired. Thank you. 

************* 
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PAUL LANGSETH, EAC #2976 
(520) 669 - 6158 WORK 


PO BOX 464 


PARKER, AZ 85344 
(520) 669 - 9425 HOME 


LARGE CENTS: 


1794 

S-54 

4/2 

ABGOOD 3 

$ 45 

1796 

S-108 

35 

Net 6 

$ 75 

1828 

N-2 

35 

Net 25 hard, glossy red-brown surfaces, planchet void above *1 , 
3 small nicks between N of ONE and N of CENT 

$100 

1830 

N-2 


glossy, rim nick star 12, 10 Net 7 

$ 12 

1834 

N-3 


good, average 5 

$ 7 


10 day return, no postage, see last ad, July P-W 


*******4e***** 


ROBERT ZAVOS, EAC #2502 

1007 Savannah Ave. Pittsburgh, PA 15221 


Bowers & Ruddy 

79-81 

Garrett Collection Sales 1 , 2, 3, 4 SB Fine to VF+ 

$35 

Bowers & Merena 

9/14/92 

Witham & Sansoucy - Half Cents, Large Cents, 
1796 type, US commems. VF pr. 

$ 6 

Ed Cogan 

5/6/1878 

John Swan Randall - many hoard Large Cent lots, world 
coins, etc. VF unopened 

$25 

Harmer Rooke 

3/17/90 

Joseph T. Rose Collection of US Large Cents VF 

$15 

Stacks 

6/13/84 

Floyd Starr Large Cents; New; Pr 

$25 

Stacks 

9/9/87 

L S Ruder collection [Colonials, Large Cents] VF 

$10 

Stacks 

5/1/91 

Picker, Benedict, and Rising Collections; VF+ Xpr 

$10 

Stacks 

1/14/92 

Winter Collection [Picker, Sonderman, Ruder selections] 
VF+pr 

$8 

Bowers & Ruddy 


US Half Cents: 1962: Gold Cover, deluxe edition; 47 p. VF 

$12 

Lapp & Silverman 


US Larae Cents 1793 - 1857: 1975 Quarterman; 647 p di VF+ 

$35 

please add $3 postage per order 




************* 


What others think of “The CENT Book”: Mabel Ann Wright, EAC #78 

TOM DOLOREY: I especially like the historical notes at the beginning of each date. It lends 
a warm, human touch that is missing from most numismatic literature published since 
Sheldon. 

WARREN LAPP: I can see now why it took so long to get it into print. John didn’t leave out 
a thing. I am amazed at the photos. The book is perfect in every way, which is what 
I would expect from JDW. 

HERB SILBERMAN: Your book is beautiful! I congratulate you on the content. 

TONY CARLOTTO: The CENT Book is fantastic. The year-by-year history is a very nice touch 
and keeps you reading. 

SEE FOR YOURSELF ~ BUY YOUR OWN. See “The CENT Book” ad in this section. 


************* 
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JAMES MCCOWN, EAC #3807 
phone; 614 - 263 - 3878 


P.O. Box 3542, Columbus, OH 43210 
email: McCown.2@osu.edu 


1721-H French colonies copper sou, Fine, rough surfaces $100 

1787 Fugio, N.3-D, club rays. Good, rough surfaces, plan flaw, slight bend 100 

1785 Nova Constellatio, Crosby 3-B, VG, light porosity, tiny rim bruise 80 

(undated) Washington double head cent, VG, obverse scratch, reverse nicks 45 

1723 Wood’s Hibernia halfpenny, VF, light obverse pinscratches 65 

1723 Wood’s Hibernia halfpenny, VG, light porosity 25 

1788 Mass. Cent, Ryder 6-N, AG, date weak, rough patch obliterates head 25 

1787 Connecticut M. 37.3-i, VG, dark, scratches, plan flaw 25 

30 day return privilege 


************* 


DAVID WNUCK, EAC #2747 do Coin Rarities of New England 1231-B East Main St. #228 

Meriden. CT 06450- 1019 
(800) COINS-99 fax (203) 630 - 1363 

1847 Half Cent, 2nd Restrike, Choice Proof-63. 60% mint red on the obverse; 

20% mint red on the reverse. Good mirrors, very attractive. In an NGC 

holder graded Proof-65 Red / Brown $6850 

1787 New Jersey M-64u R6. Obverse a weak good; reverse claims to fine. 

Minutely porous, cleaned long ago, now medium olive - brown $ 145 

DESPERATELY WANTED; CONTINENTAL DOLLAR (Common var.) Ch. AU to 62, slab. 


************ 


HENRY T. HETTGER, EAC #2349 P.O. Box 2018 Arlington, VA 22202 

(703) 979 - 1942 

1799/8 S-188 VG-10/GD-6 B & M 3/95, 3412, clear date, bold hair detail $1,550 

1800 S-197F-12/10 chocolate 150 

1800 S-206 VF-35 / 15 burnished, brown color, rare, upper grades, 

Grellman card 100 

1822 N-9 R5 GD-6 plus, net AG-3 couple corrosion spots, Grellman card 350 

1825 N-4 VF-20/15 small patina spot in field 100 

1827 N-9 VF-35/ 25 chocolate brown, nice gloss, Chalkley 677 60 

1839 N-12 E-MDS GD-6 plus/GD-4 some porosity, nice glossy BN, Grellman card 140 

1 846 N-1 4 TDS 3 ORB’s VF-25 / 20- only 5 confirmed, CC4, chocolate Grellman card 1 25 

1847/7 N-31 R5 VF-30/25 plus purchased as “XF”, tiny patina speck on T of CENT 140 

1850 (N-26) R5 AU-50 plus net XF-40 purchased as AU-53, light brown 130 

Postage, any order, $3.00 extra. 


************** 
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TOM NEWMAN, EAC #4001 


FOB 172 


HAWTHORNE, NJ 07507 - 0172 
(201)238- 1049 


ADD SOME VARIETIES TO YOUR COLLECTION: Attributed Large Cents for the collector 
with limited resources. A decent number of Sheldon and Newcomb varieties in the $4 to 4200 
range. A few Bob Grellman attributed and graded R5's. FREE LIST with prices for quick 
turnover. I’m not greedy. Want lists serviced too. 

EAC members get a full 30 day postage included return. Coins sent on approval to repeat 
customers. Lots of shows and dealers in my area. Stamp helps, but not needed ‘cause it’s 
my FREE LIST. 


************* 


RICK COLEMAN, EAC #351 P.O. Box 1 1 05 Crosby, TX 77532 

(713) 328 - 5808 


Half Cents 


1804 C-8 

VF-25 

Die Stage V, rare per Breen, sharpness of VF-35 but 

lightly burnished, ex. B. Patchin, W. Weber. $ 550 

1804 C-8 

VF-30 

Die Stage VIII, nice brown coin. 

250 

1825 C-2 

AU-5 

Obv. Mottled brown, rev. steely and nearly mint, lump 



on edge. 

************* 

425 

RICHARD L. 

CODAY, EAC #3171 P. 0. Box 1701 

Bakersfield, CA 93302 




(805) 323 - 4507 



LARGE CENTS WANTED 


1794 “Head of ‘93" 

1800 S-190& 191 

1834 N-5 

1796 “LIHERTY” 

1801 S-219 

1840 N-2 

1797 S-120a 


1817 all “mice” 

1840 N-9 

1798 S-155 


1831 N-12/ 1 -12/3 

1847 N-2 


Please write or call and describe what you have for sale. Not a bargain hunter. Send stamp 
for my sell list (#16 and #16A). Thank you. 

************* 


MICHAEL SPENCER, EAC #3559 P.O. Box 867 Harrison, NY 10528 

WANTED FOR PERSONAL COLLECTION ONLY 

Counterstamped and holed Colonial Coppers. All grades, varieties, and rarities considered. 
Will buy or trade. Thank you. 

************* 
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WILLIAM C. NOYES, EAC #363 


Forget what the others have said, the experts have spoken -- the Noyes books won the 1992 
(U.S. Large Cents 1793 - 1814 . $130) and 1993 f U.S. Large Cents 1816 - 1839 . $105) Early 
American Coppers Literary Awards -- Accept no imitations! Order both today for $195 
postpaid. 

Now also available; the newest Noyes’ Encyclopedia of Large Cents 1793 Sheldon-1 through 
1796 Sheldon-91, for $65 postpaid. 

Order from: Lithotech - Noyes, 1600 W. 92nd St., Minneapolis, MN 55431. 

iririeielcle'kieir'kieir* 


JOHN LORENZO, EAC #2231 54 Aqueduct Avenue Midland Park, NJ 07432 - 1 506 

(201)652-6304 


Mail Bid Sale Closing 30 Days After Publication Date 

1. Group Ig. Cents: 1830 VG8, 1837 VF20, 1818 VF25, 1835 FI 5 

2. 1792-4 Kentucky Token, copper-plated lead copy, VF 

3. 1776 Continental Dollar, cast copy in lead, XF 

4. George Clinton, 1787, lead copy, nice VF 

5. 1788 Massachusetts cent, lead copy, VF 

6. 1787 Ct. Copper, cast copper copy, mailed bust left, VF 

7. 1776 Mass. “Janus” copper, a crude cast, ex. rare, XF 

8. Pair of 1776 Continental Dollars, cast lead copies, XF 

9. Mass, pattern copper (Appletone-MHS), copper-plated lead, cast, XF 

10. Canadian Blacksmith Copper, Wood 23, XF (late state) 


DENIS W. LORING, #AC #1 1 Box 363 New York, NY 1 01 01 

1793 Chain cent S-3. G -VG, everything visible, full date. $1600 

1793 Liberty Cap S-1 3. VF-20, choice surfaces and color. P.O.R 

1854 N12 proof. PCGS PF64RB. 6000 


************* 


CLAY W. EVERHART, EAC #3977 P.O. Box 2831 Reston, VA 22090 

DRAPED BUSTS ~ FIRST HAIR STYLE ONLY! 


S-1 00 Net G4 AV Minor nicks on obverse, but nice R6 for this price. $ 325 

S-102 NetVG8 CH Very nice, extra strong reverse. 275 

S-1 09 Net G6 AV- Porous, but still fairly nice coin. 70 

S-1 19 Net AV3 AV+ Smooth obverse, but still nice for a circulated 119. 70 

S-133 NetVG7 AV- Stemless. Dig mark between eyes and rim, hence low price. 125 

S-1 37 Net VG8 AV+ Nice example of this common variety. 85 

S-1 60 Net G6 AV Solid coin. 90 

Call Clay after 6:00 p.m. at (703 ) 264 - 0765. 


TOM REYNOLDS, 

EAC #222 

P.O. Box 24529 OMAHA, NE 681 24 

(402) 895 - 3065 

1834 

C#1 

R1 

AU58 

$225 

Tan faded from mint color. Choice, lustrous surfaces. 

1794 

S-28 

R2+ 

VF20 

850 

Brown with choice surfaces. 

1851 

N2 

R1 

MS63+ 

600 

Medium brown with 25% mint red. Choice, lustrous 
surfaces. CC#5. 

1851 

N28 

R3+ 

MS60 

525 

Medium brown with choice, lustrous surfaces. Tied for 
CC#7. 

1854 

N23 

R2 

MS62+ 

800 

Medium brown with 50% faded mint red. Choice, lustrous 
surfaces. CC#2. 

SEND NAME AND 

ADDRESS TO 

RECEIVE FREE PRICE LISTS. 


************* 


BUTTERNUT, EAC #1901 P.O. Box 313 

CLIFTON, VA 22024 

STEVEN ELLSWORTH 

(703) 802 - 0252 

1804 

C-6 

Half Cent Spiked Chin VG-8+ Ex./Ruttenberg #50 
Late State Breen XLBraig 6.0 4 

$ 175 

1804 

C-8 

Half Cent Spiked Chin VF35 Excellent! 

275 

1793 

S-4 

Chain w/periods VG7 lite porosity 

3,250 

1795 

S-76a 

F-12 w/rim nicks. Nice planchet Net VG8 

725 

1818 

N-10 

MS63 Great Coin! 

475 

1821 

N-1 

PCI Graded AU55, Obv. Cor. Spot, Late State 

1,100 

1846 

N-23 

R-6 Tall Date VG-7 Ex. EAC 95 #427 

290 

1857 

N-4 

Small Date MS60 Ex. EAC 95 #491 

325 


************* 


TERRY K. STEEL, EAC #3956 603 Laurel Drive Monroeville, PA 15146 

phone (412) 856 - 9290 fax (41 2) 856 - 9285 

1799 Large cent wanted, good or better; also seeking electrotypes; 1794 Starred Reverse, 
Jefferson Head, and J-163 1854 Flying Eagle Pattern Cent. 


************* 
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FACTS AND FIGURES 





Superior Stamp & Coin, An A-Mark company is very proud 
to announce an important auction in Beverly Hills, California 

The Robinson S. Brown, Jr. 
Collection of Large Cents 

1793-1839 

JANUARY 27, 1996 


1793 NC-6 VG-8 


1794 NC-6 VG-10 


1795 NC-4 Good-5 


1799 NC-1 F-12 


1794 NC-10 VG-10 


1834 N-7 Proof 50 Bronzed 


S^SEND 


ME THE ROBINSON S. BROWN, JR. AUCTION CATALOGUE 


NAME ^ 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE ZIP 

□ VISA □ MASTERCARD 

□ AMERICAN EXPRESS 

ACCOUNT NO. 

EXPIRATION DATE 

SIGNATURE 


QUANTITY CATALOGUES AMOUNT 



$20.00 (In the U.S.) 

SOFT BOUND CATALOGUE 



$40.00 (Outside U.S.) 

SOFT BOUND CATALOGUE 



$50.00 (In the U.S.) 

HARD BOUND CATALOGUE 


SUBTOTAL 


CALIFORNIA RESIDENTS 
ADD 8.25% SALES TAX 



TOTAL 


I CREDIT CARD, CHECK OR MONEY ORDER ACCEPTED. PAYABLE TO SUPERIOR STAMP & COIN, AN A-MARK COMPANY | 

‘-292- 


ESTIMATED VALUE 

$1,700,000. 

LOT VIEWING 

December 18, 1995 through January 27, 1996 

NUMBER OF LOTS 

approximately 680 

CATALOGUED AND GRADED BY 

Del Bland 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

Each and every lot will be photographed. 

PRICE OF CATALOGUE 

$20.00 (U,S.) / $40.00 (Outside U.S.) 

SPECIAL HARDBOUND 
LIBRARY EDITION 

$50.00, Limited printing of 250 copies. 

(Tfie Brown I Sale hardbomds were sold out before 
the auction and were selling for over $100.00 in the 
after market.) Order now before it's sold out. 

SPECIAL LEATHER BOUND EDITION 

With special photography and enlargements. 
Limited to 5 copies. One available. P.O.R. 

IMPORTANCE OF THIS CATALOGUE 

New research information with complete 
pedigrees and the best photography 
utilized in the industry. 

THE EARLY DATES 

Of the 354 known varieties, this sale contains 
347. Missings are 6 N.C.'s and Sheldon-79. 

THE MIDDLE DATES 

Complete by Newcomb. This is the only 
time that a complete middle date set 
has ever been auctioned. 

CONCLUSION 

A must for every collector, dealer 
and researcher. Undoubtedly this will be 
the best catalogue for 1996. 

g Ira M. Goldberg 

Lawrence S. Goldberg 
Mark E. Goldberg 

SuPERIORSTAMpfiC^ 

AN A-MARK COMPANY 

9478 WEST OLYMPIC BOULEVARD 
BEVERLY HILLS, CALIFORNIA 90212-4299 
TEL 310.203.9855 TOLL FREE 800.421.0754 
FAX 310.203.0496 
INTERNET (mark@amark.com) 
BONDED CALIFORNIA AUCTIONEERS 


JIM MCGUIGAN, EAC #355 


Box 133 


N. Versailles, PA 15137 
(412) 247-4484 


PCGS AND NGC COINS 


HALF CENTS 

1793 B-2, C-2 MS62BN $38,500 

1795 B-6a, C-6a MS62BN 17,500 

1797 B-2a, C-2 AU55 8,000 

1800 B-lb, C-1 MS62BN 2,450 

1803 B-1,C-1 AU50 1,950 

1804 B-6(ST4), C-6 MS63BN 2,400 

1804 B-11,C-12 MS60RB (ANACS) 875 

MS63BN 2,100 

1806 B-4, C-4 MS62BN 1,600 

MS62RB 2,100 

MS63RB 2,100 

1825 B-2, C-2 MS64BN 2,100 

1826 B-1, C-1 MS64BN (EX COHEN) 2,350 

1828 B-2, C-3 MS63BN 350 

1829 B-1, C-1 MS63BN (P/L) 2,300 

1831 B-1,C-E05 PR62BN 12,500 

1831 B-2, C-PR2 PR66RD 23,000 

1833 B-1, C-1 MS63RB 850 

1836 B-1,C-E012 PR65RB 16,000 

1836 B-la, C-PRla PR66BN 11,500 

1836 B-2, C-SR16 PR66RB 34,500 

1844 B-3, SR21 PR64BN 6,000 

1850 B-1, C-1 MS63RB 1,600 

1855 B-1, C-1 MS63RB 575 

1856 B-2a, C-1 MS64RD 1,300 

U\RGE CENTS 

1793 S-llc AU55 21,000 

1797 S-135 MS64BN 8,000 

1798 S-166 AU55 2,100 

1798 S-167 MS61 BN (ANACS) 5,750 

1803 S-250 MS63BN 7,000 

1803 S-258 MS65BN 12,500 

1807/6 S-272 GD6 4,600 

1809 S-280 AU55 4,500 

1811 S-287 AU58 4,500 

RAW COINS 

HALF CENTS 

1793 B-3, C-3 VG8 (FINE SHARPNESS, 

BUT POROUS) 2,500 

1795 B-1, C-1 VG8 (FINE SHARPNESS, 

BUT POROUS) 650 


1797 B-3c, C-3a VG8 (LITE SCRS) 1,150 

1804 B-9, C-10 EF45 525 

1805 B-3, C-3 FI 2 (VF SHARPNESS, 

BUT POROUS) 1,650 

1809 B-2, C-1 VGIO 2,650 

1833 B-1, C-1 AU50 175 

1835 B-1, C-1 AU50 (LITELY CLND) 115 

1835 B-2, C-2 AU50 150 

1851 B-1, C-1 MS63RB 275 

1853 B-1, C-1 MS60(CLND) 230 

1855 B-1, C-1 EF45 105 

LARGE CENTS 

1793 S-16 G4(6/2) 8,750 

1794 S-34 VG8 (VF SHARPNESS, 

BUT POROUS) 1,500 

1794 S-39 VG7 (FINE SHARPNESS, 

BUT ROUGH) 3,450 

1794 S-48 VG8 (VF SHARPNESS, 

BUT POROUS) 10,500 

1794 S-53 FR2 (AG SHARPNESS, 

WITH RIM BUMPS) 1,050 

1795 S-76b FI 5 525 

1796 S-81 VF20 1,000 

1796 S-90 AG3(4/2) 675 

1797 S-134 EF40 2,300 

1797 S-143 VF20 3,650 

1798 S-144 GD5 4,500 

1798 S-147 FI 2 1,450 

1798 S-169 EF40 1,850 

1798 S-178 GD5 2,300 

1798 S-179 EF40 1,900 

1800 S-198 VG7 (VF SHARPNESS, 

BUT POROUS) 3,450 

1800 S210 VG7 (EF SHARPNESS 

BUT POROUS) 1,500 

1803 S-264 AG3 (EF SHARPNESS, 

BUT POROUS) 3,150 

1804 S266C FI 5 (VF SHARPNESS, 

BUT POROUS) 2,100 

1804 RESTRIKE MS60+ 825 

1807/6 S-272 VG7 4,000 

1816 N-2 MS60+ 525 

1820 N-13 MS63+ 575 

1846 N-19 MS63 575 
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Jack H. r?ob:i. nson, EiAC #1308 F"'. 0. Bo;-; 9426 McLean, Virginia 22102 

ANA '95 has now came and gone and we begin a new,, and yet revisited, 
advefiture with the announcement o-f "RSB2" (tl'ie Sale o-f F^abinsan S. Brown 's 
present main line c:ollec:tion of Early and Middle Dates) which will be held 
by Superior < Sur pr i se ! ? ) on January 27,, 1996), in Beverly Hills, California. 

So what else is new? 

You may have noticed in my July 1995 F-'/W advertisement ttiat I commented 
ttiat "we needed a good ai..ic:t i on " to come along,. Well, 1 guess ttiat ttiis 
one will just have to do. Also seems like a good time to announce the 14th 
Editiori of CQFl; to be aval 1 ab 1 e/mai 1 ed , like, say, around ttie end of 1995 !?i 

■'F'Fiere are tFiose tFiat will say to wait until after the sale, but I think 
ti'iat ttiere have been significant ctianges (quiet cFianges) that are having a 
dramatic impact upon current values,. There appiears to be a clear lack of 
"fresh" material coming into ttie market and tf'ie ConditiDn Census pieces 
seem to be "in stroriq hands",, F(SB2 will certainly test the market as it 
relates to tkie CC pieces and, accorcli rigl y , 1 will attempt to replace the 

values of all RSB2 pieces witF'i tiie designation "RBB2" and, f urtkier , 1 will 

attempt to give a Lsrief history (F'rices Realised wise) of as many of tine 
CC pieces (and otliers) as may be reasonable to Itelpj wi tl'i tlie research 
e f f D r t s; o f (ii y s ix In c: i" :i. 1:; e i' ■ s , 

I will then publish the 15th Edition of CQR in the Spring or Elummer of 
1996, depending upon auction results, CC data availability, etc. 

I made reference (above) to quiet ckianqes - Scudzy continues to weaken 
in value (even in most/inany rarities) wkiile Average and, most /many Ckioice 
pieces have selectively and certainly seen increased value. I will dwell 
more heavily on tkiis topic in tine 14th Edition. "|■|•■ 1 ere will also be a 

re alignment of CC from S--1 tf'iru S--91, as well as numerous otlier ckianges. 

Bob Grellman will Fnave provided kiis updated information on tFie Late Dates 
w F "I :i. c. hi w i 1 1 b e i r i c o r p o r ate d „ 

"i" H Fil I? El F- D I? E I am askirig, F4....EASE, for any i ri for mat i on /data that 
you may wish to offer, suggestions on CQF( changes in format and/or content, 
private treaty pr i ces / val ues and ariythiinq else of interest to be sent to me 
ASAF-' and to continue on into November 1995. 

-si'-K -fr -K -K- 

The 14th Edition of CQEl (alone /only) will be available for ife30.00„ The 
14thi and IStln Eldition (pure biased togethier) will Ine available for a total 
Cirice of $50.00,, Tin is is tlie same deal that I Fiave offered on a two -for 
t:iasis for many years, and I appreciate the continuing support,, 

Thie LJtin Editiori of CQFl is still aval labile far $30.00. F~or anyone wino has 
MOT YFIT BOUGF-rr the 13tln Edition, I Fiave a deal for you - Send me a cFieck for 
** $60. 00 ** and I will send you the 13th Edition immediately and then send 

you trie i4thi and ISthi Editions as tiney are pub) 1 1 sFied . -- O Fi; 

Fk, S„ This also works if you just want an e;-;tra copy of the 13th Edition, 

If your order (check enclosed) for the 14tFi AND iStF'i Edition is postmarked 

BY Octolner 31, 1 995, I will send you a 7 tin Edition, or an 8th Edition, or a 

9th Edition, or a 10th Edition , or an 11th Edition, or a 12th Edi ti on of CQR, 
FlkFIEl ■*«■■!«■*, your cFioice. - 0 R 

If your order (clnecF;: enclosed) for tine 14tbi AMD ISthi Fldition is post mar Fred 

BY October 31, 1995, send me only $45.00 for BOTH,, This e;-; pi res 10/31/95!! 

We offer the "Jack H„ FFobinson Sale" c:: at a log for ** $40,00, *«■ F-MjS'FF-'A I D „ 
Thiis is for tine origirial softbourid vd?!^4irQin witFi prices realised. 



Give him/her a 

'1/<E(RX S^PECIM- gi‘PT 


SPECIAL to Current EAC Members 

$100 Postpaid 

(List Price $125 Postpaid) 


Get An Autographed Copy 
Direct from the Author 

John D. Wright 
1468 Timberlane Dr. 
St. Joseph, MI 49085 




